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the end almost any settlement seemed to be better than no settlement,
and conclusions were accepted which tided over the time rather than
offered lasting solutions. The .Treaty when it appeared was a shock
to Liberal opinion everywhere, but by this time the faculty for con-
troversy was exhausted," and its critics consoled themselves with the
hope that by the institution of the League of Nations it would, like
IthurieFs spear, heal the wounds that it had inflicted.
Within sixteen years all the economic reparations and disarmament
parts of it had gone by the board, and Europe was left with the problem
of maintaining the territorial parts in a world which was rapidly
re-arming.
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